
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  

 

Wednesday, October 12, 2016 - media notified 
 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. David DePasquale at 7:00 pm.   

R/C:  DePasquale-present; Zaccardelli-present; Schweikert-present; 

Fiscal Officer Gale-present.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

Mr. DePasquale moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 

September 12, 2016 Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

PENDING WARRANTS 
Mr. DePasquale moved to approve the Pending Warrant Report dated September 2016 in the 

amount of $363,142.64.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.    

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-45 reallocation appropriation 

adjustments to meet spending set forth in the General Fund.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-46 reallocation appropriation 

for the Police Department.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.   

R/C Vote:  Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-47 a “Then and Now 

Certificate” for the fire sub-station.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli. 

R/C Vote:  Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-48 a “Then and Now 

Certificate” for fire and medical services.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-49 to accept the amounts and 

rates as determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and 

certifying them to the Summit County Officer.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli. 

R/C Vote:  Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-50 a “Then and Now 

Certificate” for the fire sub-station.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-51 a “Then and Now 

Certificate” for fire fighter insurance policy.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-52 authorizing Detective 

Victoria Miavitz to apply for an Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant.   

Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.  R/C Vote:  Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Zoning Report 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported there were six (6) permits issued in the last month for a total of 

$265.00.  They were for a garage, fence, roof, a couple of accessory buildings and a deck.  

Zoning has been pretty slow.  

 

There is no news on the 93 acres on Dunham Road, Hidden Ridge still working with the 

county and there has been no official news on the Mottl property. 

 

Road/Park Department Report   
Mr. Schweikert reported Canyon View Road is pretty much done.  New water lines were put 

in.  It should be about another 1-2 weeks to complete the lawns.   Mr. Schweikert 

commended the residents.   There were not a lot of complaints during this process even 

though the road was torn up down to the base. 

 

Mr. Gale commented many board members in Greenwood Village were in the middle of the 

construction and said to thank everyone.  The individuals working on the road were not only 

courteous but understood the residents had places they needed to get to and were very 

cooperative. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said the road department is prepping for winter. 

 

Police Department Report 

Mr. DePasquale reported on the statistics for September 2016.    The department handled 

525 calls for service, conducted 812 “Community Policing” assignments and handed out 

309 "Patrolled Your Area Cards".       

 

The Investigative Section received fifteen (15) investigations for the month and closed all 

but one (1) of them, two (2) of them were closed by arrest.   

 

Two (2) commendations/appreciations from residents were received praising members of 

the Department for their dedication to duty.  

 

All officers are completing Project DAWN Overdose Response/Narcan Training.   Narcan 

kits will be deployed in case an officer should come across an overdosed citizen.  Two (2) 

officers attended forty (40) hours of Critical Incident Training.  This will bring our CIT 

certified officers to five (5).  The goal is for each officer to be CIT certified.  Two (2) 

officers went through Blood Alcohol Content Datamaster Senior Operator Training. 

 

Fire/EMS Report 

Mr. DePasquale reported the fire sub-station opened at 12:01 p.m. on September 14, 2016.  

On the following Monday we were handling calls for Northfield Center out of our sub-

station because of the vandalism at the Northfield Center fire station.   They worked out of 

our station for approximately two weeks.   On the Sagamore side they handled 92 Fire/EMS 

calls since we opened.   

 

Mr. DePasquale commented that as soon as Chief Black returns, they will review the 

reporting procedure.   Chief Black belongs to Task Force One which is an urban search and 

rescue (part of FEMA).  There is only one in the state of Ohio.  Chief Black was deployed to 

North Carolina for hurricane Matthew.  He hopes to return sometime next week.  

 

Mr. DePasquale commented it’s good to have someone with Chief Black’s expertise and 

knowledge taking care of our community. 

 

The grand opening for the fire sub-station was on Saturday, October 8
th

.   There was a great 

turnout.   Mr. DePasquale thanked everyone that came.   
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Mr. Schweikert reported the construction cost for the fire sub-station was $156,000.00.   This 

included the additional renovation to the building so it could also be used as an emergency 

reception center.  It may be used by the Red Cross or Summit County Emergency Management 

in the event of a disaster. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said that Mr. DePasquale did the majority of the work on the fire sub-station 

and put in over two hundred hours of his own time and company time.   When Mr. DePasquale 

worked on the cement floor it took thirty hours over one weekend to complete.    

 

Mr. Schweikert reported that all of our air tanks have to be re-certified because either the Fire 

District did not certify them before we received them or the records for the air tank 

certifications are missing.   Mr. DePasquale said we were verbally told they were done, but 

cannot find any records.  There are fifteen (15) tanks at forty-five dollars ($45) a tank.  Mr. 

Zaccardelli mentioned the hose.  Mr. Schweikert said the hose got tested, and after six hundred 

(600) feet of hose it blew.  If we would have had a fire the hose would have been worthless.   

 

Mr. DePasquale said there were a lot of things that were said verbally that were never followed 

through on.   There is extra hose on a rack that Macedonia has been testing.   There was suppose 

to be 2000 feet of hose on the fire truck, but there was only about 1800 feet.   When they started 

testing the hose the first 600 feet was no good, but with the extra hose from the rack they were 

able to get the 2000 feet of hose for the fire truck that it was suppose to have. 

 

Mr. DePasquale commented that at the last board meeting of the fire district where everyone 

agreed to the split of the equipment, everything was suppose to be sent out and gone over.   The 

district was to split 50-50 the cost of whose ever equipment needed to be maintained.  The 

equipment was never sent out as it was agreed upon and Frank Risko never followed up on it.   

 

Mr. DePasquale said there is about $1,200 in repairs that need to be done to our fire truck. 

The district is now dissolved.  Mr. DePasquale proposed to the board to pay for the repairs to 

the fire truck ourselves and not have Northfield pick up their half of the cost to repair the fire 

truck.   If Northfield has any repairs that need to be made to their equipment, Mr. DePasquale 

does not want us to have to pay 50% of their cost, which could amount to more than the 

$600.00 to repair our fire truck.    

 

Mr. Schweikert said there was a hearing regarding the audit, and this was reported to the state 

auditor’s office and they are asking their task force to also look into all the missing items.     Mr. 

DePasquale said Sam Ciocco videotaped everything before the split.  Nothing was to leave the 

building or be touched before the split of the fire district. 

  

Mr. DePasquale said everyone should be proud of our new fire station, and encouraged anyone 

that had not seen it to let him know when they were available and he would be happy to give 

them a tour. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said this past weekend there were about 80-90 cars that were open in Eaton 

Estates and two juveniles took cameras, laptops, cash, GPS units, anything they could get their 

hands on. Only three people out of the 90 cars called the police department.    Mr. DePasquale 

encouraged everyone to call the police when something doesn’t seem right in your community.  

Mr. Schweikert said the juveniles were caught and are from the Nordonia Hills area.    

 

Fiscal Office 
The Fiscal Officer’s September 2016 report had a starting balance of $6,048,461.68, PLUS 

receipts of $380,874.38, MINUS expenditures of $432,273.11 (which includes memo receipts of 

$69,130.47 plus the pending warrant report of $363,142.64 as read by Mr. DePasquale).   The 

ending balance for September 2016 is $5,997,062.95.    

 

Trustee Reports 

Mr. Zaccardelli commented that the entire Nordonia Hills area is invited to the Macedonia Fire 

Department’s Halloween Party, on Sunday, October 30, 2016 from 4-6 pm.   
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On December 10, 2016 Sagamore Hills Township will host its second “Visit with Santa”. 

Details will be forthcoming on our website. 

 

Trick or Treat will be on Monday, October 31
st
 from 6-8 pm.   

 

Go Tribe! 

 

Mr. Schweikert reported the paper collected in our recycling container was 520 lbs. in June, 

320 lbs. in July and 2270 lbs. in August for a total of 3110 lbs.   This saved the lives of 26 

trees and 10,885 gallons of water.    

 

The three trustees went to Summit County Township Association meeting at the Health 

Department and were informed there were 1672 overdoses from January 1
st
 to September 30

th
 

of this year in Summit County.  Thirty-nine overdoses were from the 44067 zip code, which is 

2.3% of the drug problem in Summit County.   This also means there are thirty-nine possible 

criminals due to the need to fund their drug problem. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli said back in July the Faith Fellowship Church in Macedonia had about an 

hour and a half symposium about heroin addiction.  There is a group in Macedonia trying to 

get this going again and have a triage center where people with heroin addiction can go for 

treatment. 

 

Mr. Schweikert reported the Senior Center needs another eighty dollars by the end of the year 

to pay the exercise instructor.  Mr. Schweikert contacted Northfield Village and said if they 

come up with forty dollars that Sagamore would match it.   

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to pay the forty dollars only if Northfield Village matches it.  

Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.  R/C Vote:  all in favor 

 

Mr. DePasquale reported there was a shed fire on Crystal Creek.  The family called the 

township and could not stress enough how thankful they were and the quick response by both 

police and fire.  They were blown away by the compassion that the firemen and police 

department showed.  They just wanted to express their sincere thanks.  The family came to the 

Open House and individually thanked each trustee. 

 

Mr. DePasquale thanked his family, all the employees and elected officials of the township, 

the contractors, the council, mayor and legal department of Macedonia, and the community as 

a whole for all their help in making the Sagamore Hills fire sub-station happen. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli said Mr. DePasquale’s leadership was second to none. 

 

Mr. Schweikert commented we did not put $400,000 into someone else’s building. 

 

Mr. DePasquale replied we own the fire sub-station, we own a fire truck, two ambulances and 

a command vehicle.  Macedonia brought their ATV that one of our residents donated and it 

will be used to run the bike paths.  It’s better suited here than Macedonia.  Mr. DePasquale 

said he would like to put a sign at the end of the Rose Mary Snell Trail that there is a first aid 

and EMS station in the park.  The main entrance to the fire sub-station is between the two 

green buildings.  The glass door is unlocked 24-7.   There is a phone in the lobby.  If someone 

is not there, you just pick up the receiver and it goes right to dispatch.   You do not have to 

dial anything.  

 

CITIZENS FORUM 

Mr. Frank Kopas, 7495 Boyden Road, asked for clarification on Resolution 16-46.  Fiscal 

Officer Scott Gale responded.  Mr. Kopas asked whether any of the 92 calls that the fire 

department received for Sagamore were at Elmcroft.  Mr. DePasquale responded he did not 

have those numbers but would get them from Tim Black when he returned from his 

deployment in North Carolina.  Mr. DePasquale reviewed the call process for Mr. Kopas.  
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Mr. Kopas asked whether J.T. could give the groups using our facilities at the park (baseball, 

soccer, football, cheerleading, etc.) the heads up we are collecting paper at the township and plan 

to put the monies received from the paper collection back into the park, and would they possibly 

help out a little with that. 

 

Mr. Kopas questioned whether or not the township took into consideration when the equipment 

was split what the condition of the ambulance was we received from the fire district and what was 

its value.  Mr. DePasquale responded for safety reasons he asked for an inspection, maintenance 

records on the equipment we were receiving and to be brought up to date on all the equipment 

when we left the district.  This was conveyed to everyone at the last fire district meeting.  As Mr. 

DePasquale mentioned earlier, no one followed through on this.   Tim Black now has those 

records. 

 

There was a brief discussion on the split of the equipment. 

 

Mr. DePasquale proposed to Paul Schweikert, John Zaccardelli and Scott Gale that we look into 

investing in surveillance cameras in light of what took place at Northfield Center outside the fire 

station building and in the vestibule.   Mr. DePasquale has only one estimate at this time from a 

company that Macedonia uses.  They are highly recommended, have quality equipment and great 

service.  Mr. Zaccardelli said now that Time Warner installed internet in the park, we could 

monitor the cameras and possibly scan the park.  Mr. DePasquale said we could look into that 

aspect also, but wanted to get the ball rolling now.  Mr. Gale suggested cameras also be installed 

by the road building. 

 

Mike Appel, 1381 Ashford Glen, asked David DePasquale to elaborate on the leaf springs on the 

truck.  Mr. DePasquale gave a brief explanation. 

 

Mr. Appel asked whether the surveillance cameras would be on the website.  Mr. DePasquale 

already had a discussion with Chief Hayes about this and there are concerns about who would be 

watching the surveillance cameras.  

 

Jack Donnelly, 1116 Hawthorne Circle, in reference to the splitting from the fire district in regard 

to expenses and making a clean break, is it legal. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said as of September 15
th

 there is no fire district.   It doesn’t exist.    

 

Cathy Loya, 9186 N. Bedford Road, Macedonia, said, “Kudos to all of you guys for everything 

over at that building.”  Cathy’s mother lives on Sagamore Road and Cathy said, “The EMS 

absolutely knows where the hospital is.”   

 

Mr. DePasquale gave a brief summary of how the calls will be split between the stations. 

 

Cathy commented that it’s a wonderful idea to regionalize on this level and said, “It is so nice and 

refreshing to have elected officials working together.”   

 

Cathy asked about whether the Dump your Junk day was still scheduled.  Mr. DePasquale 

responded yes.   It is on Saturday, October 15
th

 from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in the township 

parking lot.   

  

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   

R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

 

 


